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O KUCNIM LJUBIMCIMA

Milomir Pukanovi¢

Ljubav coveka prema kuénim ljubimcima traje od pamtiveka. Mnogi
misle: i dalje. Neki lingvisti, narocito oni koji drze kuce i mace, tvrde da
kucni ljubimci nisu nastali iz reci kuca vec obrnuto. Covek je prvo imao
kucnog ljubimca pa je tek potom - vise zbog njih nego zbog sebe - sagra-
dio kucu. U prilog ovom govore i neka istorijska otkrica: jo$ u pe¢inama,
koje su Ticile na svasta samo ne na kucu, ljudi su gajili zivotinje i crtali ih
po zidovima.

Koliko su zivotinje prisutne u Covekovom zivotu i koliki im on znacaj
pridaje najbolje se moze videti iz narodnih izreka i poslovica. U Srbiji
se, naprimer, za osobu bez poroda i igde i¢ega kaze da nema ni kuceta
ni maceta, a u Japanu za onog koji u kuci drzi pticu daima dva srca i
andeoska krila. Rusi tvrde da zec nije kukavica nego, bezeci, Cuva sebe, a
Ujguri kako petao koji prvi kukurikne ne zavrsi u supi, kao sto se kod nas
misli, ve¢ u bozjim usima. U nekim delovima Bosne i Hercegovine kaze se:
Sto macka okoti, to miseve lovi. U severenoj Crnoj Gori navijaci ovako kunu
fudbalskog sudiju: Dabogda ti Zena rodila stonogu pa cijelog Zivota radio
samo za cipele. Nastranu sto stonoga u tim krajevima nije ku¢ni ljubimac,
ali, kao i zmija, zbog nekih specificnih osobina (LeZis, a ides), ima posebne
simpatije.

O kuénim ljubimcima su pisali i govorili poznati svetski stvaraoci.
Proucavao sam mnogo filozofa i mnogo macaka, izjavio je francuski kriticar
i istoricar Ipolit Ten. | zakljucio kako je mudrost macaka nesumnjivo su-
periornija. Macke su pametnije od pasa, dodao je americki producent Dzef
Valdes, jer je nemoguce naterati osam macaka da vuku saonice po snegu.
Bog je iz ljubavi prema pticama stvorio 0z2vece, a Covek je iz ljubavi prema pti-
cama nacinio kaveze, kazao je jednom prilikom francuski reditelj i scenar-
ista Zak Deval. Znam samo jednu pticu koja govori — papagaja, a on ne leti
bas visoko, replicirao je Vilbur Rajt, americki pronalazac i izumitelj aviona.
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Nepoznati svetski autor zabeleZio je ovakvu misao: Razlog zbog kojeg pas
ima toliko prijatelja jeste to $to pas mase repom umesto jezikom. Sto bolje
gledam predstavnike naroda, to vise volim svoje pse, napisao je francuski
pesnik Alfons de Lamartin misleci na politi¢cku elitu svoga doba.

Kad citiramo pesnike, moramo biti obazrivi jer su za njih ku¢ni ljubimci
svakojake zivotinje. Neki stihotvorci, medu njima i Tin Ujevi¢, ku¢nim
ljubimcima smatrali su i bele miSeve, a za znamenitog srpskog pesnika
DPuru Jaksica pricalo se da je u ¢asovima posebnog raspolozenja poznatu
skadarlijsku kafanu Kod dva bela goluba nazivao krémom Kod dva bela
misa. Sto mozda nema neke direktne veze sa ljubavlju prema Zivotinjama
ali ima prema dobroj kapljici.

No nisu samo pesnici oni koji vole neobicne ljubimce: politicari, eto,
obozavaju kameleone i golubove preletace, policajci ptice koje najbrze
propevaju, lovci (uaal) preparirane fazane.

Obicni i1i neobicni, tek ku¢ni ljubimci su ¢oveku usli pod kozu. Prome-
nili su njegov nacin zivota, navike, ¢ak i jezik. Dali mu drugo, diskurzivno
i prikriveno znacenje u kojem se ¢esto jedno kaze, a drugo misli. Kada
mladi¢, za pocetak, devojci kaze mace moje, on ne misli na zgoljavu
domacu zZivotinjicu koja se igra sa kolutom prediva nego na oblu i raspu-
pelu uspaljusu koja se u njegovom krevetu igra sa ne¢im drugim. A kad
njega ista ta devojka nazove njenom kucom, ona nema u vidu omalenu
pudlicu vec krupnog i glomaznog rundova ¢iji je zadatak da joj obezbedi
vencani prsten i pare. Ovo poslednje biva sve vaznije jer je dolar u svetu
odavno postao najomiljeniji ku¢ni ljubimac, ali to nije predmet ove price.
Mnogi misle da bi ovaj nesporazum mogao da se resi Stampanjem slika
kuc¢nih ljubimaca na nov¢anicama; tako bi se pomirilo ono sto se misli i
ono sto se kaze. Banke bi, usput, stekle popularnost zooloskih vrtova pa bi
deca u njih hrlila vukudéi sa sobom provizijama ojadene roditelje.

No ostavimo postrani ovaj bankarski projekat i vratimo se mladicu i
devojci s pocetka ove price. Kad produ godine, mine zanos i vetar prohuiji
kroz bore njihovih Zivota, maca se prvo pretvori u macku, a zatim na
volseban nacin, nepoznat Darvinovoj teoriji, u kravu. Ovakvi terminoloski
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nesporazumi najcesce se zavrsavaju na sudu gde nekadasnji mladic¢
pokusava da objasni kako nije niSta lose mislio jer su krave u Indiji svete
Zivotinje. Sud mu to nazalost nece uzeti kao olaksavaju¢u okolnost, bas
kao ni to $to ga tuzilja, ista ona koja ga je nekad nazivala kucom, sada
zove dZukelom i kerom. Razves¢e ga od nekadasnje mace i ostaviti bez
sadasnje kuce, kola i druge imovine.

Katkad se i u javnom Zivotu, da ne spominjemo samo ljubavne i ine
jade, dogadaju sli¢ni jezic¢ki nesporazumi. U nekom tabloidu neko nekog
pocesto nazove konjem $to samo dokazuje koliko nasi politi¢ari cene
svoju profesiju i obozavaju Zivotinje.

Samo deca govore ono $to misle. | $to iskreno osecaju. Kod njih nema
jezickih nejasnoc¢a. Maca je ono $to prede, a kuca ono sto 1aje. Slon je
onaj sto nosi surlu, a tigar onaj koji je svoju zaboravio kod kuce.

Ko je rastao uz psa, taj ne mrzi. A ko ne mrzi, taj ne ujeda. Ujedaju oni
koji svoje pse ostavljaju na ulicama da bi imali vise vremena da se posvete
radu u udruzenjima za zastitu Zivotinja. Neki od njih peru savest, a neki
po svetu i novac, tako $to osnivaju azile za Zivotinje. Pritom ne znaju da
je najlepsi azil za Zivotinje onaj u nasim srcima. Ako sagradimo takav azil,
nece biti napustenih pasa. Ni prezira u de¢jim oc¢ima.

A potpisnik ovih redova, zanet ves¢u da je jedan decak iz Tenesija kad
je video kako se njegov otac surovo ponasa prema zivotinjama odbio da
poraste, priznaje da je promasio temu. Umesto da pise o ku¢nim ljubim-
cima, kako stoji u naslovu ovog teksta, pisao je o ljudima. Stoga mu drugo
ne preostaje nego da najavi velike svetske majstore karikature koji ¢e se
kuc¢nim ljubimcima baviti mnogo bolje od njega.
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ABOUT HOUSEPETS

Milomir Djukanovi¢

The man’s love towards housepets has lasted since time immemorial.
Some linguists, particularly those who keep dogs and cats, claim that word
housepet does not originate from the word house, but vice versa. Man first
had a housepet and only later — more for the pet and less for himself — man
built a house. This is also corroborated by some historical findings: even in
caves, which looked like anything and everything, people kept animals and
drew them on cave walls.

How much the animals are presentin man’s life and how much importance
man attaches to them can be seen in folk sayings and proverbs. In Serbia,
for example, a person having no children and property is said to be a
person having neither a dog nor a cat, while in Japan, someone who keeps
a bird in his house is said to have two hearts and angel wings. The Russians
claim that a rabbit is not a coward, but that he is running away for his own
safety. The Uyghurs say that a rooster who begins to crow first does not
end up in the soup pot, as it is thought in our country, but he ends up in
God’s ears. In some parts of Bosnia and Herzegovina, they say: What a cat
gives birth to, hunts mice. And, this is how the fans in northern Montenegro
curse the soccer referee: May your wife give a birth to a centipede, so that you
make shoes for the whole of your life. Although centipedes are not kept as
housepets in these region, they are quite cute, just like snakes because of
some of their specific characteristics (You lie, but walk).

Many world famous authors have written or spoken about pets. French
critic and historian Hippolyte Taine said ,/ have studied many philosophers
and many cats and | have come to the conclusion that wisdom of cats is
undoubtedly more superior”. Cats are wiser than dogs, added American
producer Jeff Valdez, because it is impossible to make eight cats to pull a sled.
God created trees out of love for birds, while man has built cages out of love for
birds, said French playwright, screenwriter and film director Jacques Deval
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Helder Teixeira Peleja
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on one occaslion. | know only one bird that speaks — a parrot, but he does not
fly that high, said Wilbur Wright, an American aircraft inventor. An unknown
world author recorded his opinion: The reason for which a dog has so many
friends is because the dog wags his tail and not his tongue. The better | watch
the people’s representatives, the more | love my dogs, wrote French poet
Alphonse de Lamartine thinking of the political elite of his time.

We have to be careful when citing the poets, because for them the pets
include all kinds of animals. Some poets, amongst which also Tin Ujevic,
considered white mice to also be housepets, while it was said that famous
Serbian poet Djura Jaksic, when in special mood, called the well-known
traditional restaurant Kod dva bela goluba (Two white doves) in Skadarlija Kod
dva bela misa (Two white mice), what might have had no direct connection
with love towards animals, but with his love towards a glass of good drink.

However, not only the poets are those who love unusual pets: politicians,
you see, adore chameleons and pigeons,crossing the floor”, policeman like
birds that,sing out” the fastest, and hunters (boo!) stuffed pheasants.

Whether ordinary or unusual, the pets get under man’s skin. People have
changed their way of life, habits, even language. They have given them
another, discursive and covert meaning where one thing is often said
but the opposite is meant. When a boy calls his girlfriend my pussycat at
the beginning of their dating, he does not think of a little scrawny animal
playing with a ball of yarn, but he thinks of a girl with a round figure wanting
sex who plays with something else in his bed. And, when this same girl calls
him my puppy, she does not thing of a miniature poodle, but of a very large
curly-coated dog whose task it to give her wedding ring and provide her
with money. The latter is becoming increasingly more important, because
a dollar has long ago become the most favourite pet, but this is not the
subject of this story. Many think that this misunderstanding could be
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solved by printing the images of pets on banknotes; thus, what is thought
of could be reconciled with what is said. Thus, the banks could also gain
popularity from zoological gardens, so that children would rush to them
dragging their parents harmed by commissions.

But, let’s leave this banking project behind and let’s return to the boy and
girlfrom the beginning of this story. After many years, when the passion dies
and the wind has gone through the wrinkles of their lives, the pussycat first
turnsinto a cat, and then, in a miraculous way, and unknown in the Darwin’s
theory, the catturnsinto a cow. Such terminological misunderstanding most
often ends up in the court where the former boyfriend tries to explain that
he did not thing anything bad, because cows are sacred animals in India.
Unfortunately, the court would not take this into account as mitigating
circumstance, just like the fact that the female plaintiff, the same one who
used to call him puppy, now calls him a dirty dogor a dog. She will divorce
him from the former pussycat and leave him without the present house, car
and other property.
And,nottomentiononlyamorouspains,similarlinguisticmisunderstandings
sometimes also occur in public life. In some tabloids, someone often calls
somebody a horse, which only proves how much our politicians respect
their profession and love animals.

Only children say what they think. And, what they truly feel. There are
no linguistic misunderstandings amongst them. A cat is that what purrs,
while a dog is that what barks. An elephant is the one that carries a trunk,
and tiger is the one who has forgotten his trunk at home. Those who have
grown up with dogs do not hate. And, who does not hate, he does not bite.
Only those bite who leave their dogs in the street to dedicate more time
to their work in associations for the protection of animals. Some of them
clear their conscience, and some also launder money around the world by
establishing the animal asylums.
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